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THEFT OF METALS AND SECURITY – ADVICE NOTE FROM ARCHDEACONS
Ecclesiastical Insurance Guidance Notes can be downloaded from www.ecclesiastical.com/theftofmetal - do take note of these and consider prevention measures.

English Heritage has also produced a comprehensive guidance note including advice on crime prevention and security measures which can be down loaded at:

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/theft-of-metal-roof-coverings/advicenoteontheftofmetalroofcoverings5js.pdf

Use the ‘Smartwater’ which Ecclesiastical have provided if this can be done safely and send off the registration form.  Put up the notices saying ‘Smartwater’ has been used.

If church is left open unattended, put brass items (e.g. crosses and candlesticks) out of sight and replace with wooden items.

If you are considering installing a CCTV or alarm system then a list of contractors who have been used in other churches can be obtained from the DAC Secretary – contact details below.
If Theft Occurs:

If you are unfortunate enough to experience theft of metals then you should do the following:

●
Report the theft to the police and record incident number.
●
Report the theft to your insurance company.

●
If the theft is lead from the roof arrange for a temporary covering to be put in place to 
protect the building.

●
Contact your church architect for advice (insurance claim may cover reasonable fees).

●
Obtain a specification from your architect for a permanent repair.

●
Do not carry out costly temporary repairs which have a danger of becoming 
permanent and may be unsuited to the building.

●
If the repair is urgent and time delay would cause further damage to the building, then
contact the DAC Secretary who will arrange for the specification to be reviewed by a
delegated Member of the DAC.  If it is acceptable and a like for like repair the 
Archdeacon can be asked to authorize the work as an emergency but a confirmatory 
faculty application must follow.
Mrs V Davis – DAC Secretary contact tel. 01332 388683 email: dac@derby.anglican.org

February 2011

